Lexicon (English-Degema): Prepared by Ethelbert E. Kari 

In the lexicon, plural forms of nouns are given in the rightmost column. Single Class 
nouns are marked (SC) in the middle column. 

For compound nouns, two or more prefixes are given in the plural, depending on whether 
the prefixes of the other members of the compound also change in the plural. If the 
prefixes of the other members do not change, then only the prefix of the first member of 
the compound is listed. 

Full forms of nouns are given in the plural where the vowel quality of the plural form is 
different from that of the singular. 

Verbs are in the imperative. 

Where two prefixes are listed for a given adjective in the plural, the first attaches to the 
adjective when it qualifies non-human entities, while the second attaches to the adjective 
when it qualifies human entities. 

The Degema data are transcribed in phonetic symbols that have IPA values. 

Only the high and downstepped high tones are marked. Low tone is unmarked for the 
sake of convenience. 

The data are based on the Usokun variety of Degema. 



A 






abuse (v.) 
aerial yam, 
afternoon 


"up-yam" 


kpete 
ucfijoVo 
odis9 A 9n SC 


ancestor 
animal 




oJ3i 
enam 


antelope 

anthill 

arm 




eder ikpilakpa 

egugum 

u65 


arrive 




ji Hul 9 


arrow 




ufeti 


ashes 

ask (questi( 
ask (reques 


>t) 


smsfu SC 

6iregen 

6ine 


axe 




egbugbu 



pi. 3- 

pl. e- 
pl.i- 
pl. 1- 
pl.i- 
pi. a- 

pl. a- 



pi. 



B 






back 


iko^sum 


pi. 9- 


bad 


icfijer 




bag 


ebrre 


P i.i- 


bamboo palm 


abad3i okpuro 


P i.i- 


banana 


66i A 6i 


pi.i- 


bark (of tree) 


ufijaji utaji 


pi.i- 


barracuda 


odoho 


pii- 


basket (covered) 


egune 


pi. i- 


basket (general) 


u^tuwo 


pl. 6- 


bat, fruit 


ogbom 


pl.i- 


bat, house 


urj w arj w a 


pl.i- 


be afraid 


sire egugu 




be cold 


kun onini 




be dry 


kuwa 




befall 


J3uw5 




be good 


som 




be hard 


kar 




be heavy 


koj 




be hot (as fire) 


tu 




be hot (as pepper) 


16m 




be old 


degins 




be short (of person) 


tikiriki 




be sweet (tasty) 


dijom 




be sweet (sugary) 


minemen 




be tall (of person) 


J36J3 




be wet 
beans 


mi 
akidi SC 




beard 


uPuwor (strand of beard) 


pl.i- 


beat (drum) 


kpor 




beat (person) 


65m 




bee 


UWUW9 


pl.i- 


belly 


ifan 


pi. a- 


big (great, large) 


ogidi 


i-; e- 


bird 
bite 


efen 
gbom 


pl.i- 


black 


o^bibi 


i-; e- 



blood 


id3anam SC 




blow (as wind) 


fiJ3 




blow (with mouth) 


fofo 




boat 


uko 


pi. a- 


body 


urj w 5 


pl. a- 


bone 


u A 6uw6 


pi- 1- 


bonga-fish 


aWi SC 




bow (weapon) 


ukatam 


pii- 


break (smash) (pot) 


gbije 




break (snap) (stick) 


6un 




breast (female) 


iPijorT 


pi. 9- 


brother (elder) (for man) 


otume odeginene omomosi 


pl. 8- e- i- 


build (house) 


65 




bullet 


ubi ala^gba 


pi.i-1- 


burn (v.t.) 


to 




bury 


cfei 




"bush" 


ed3i 


pi.i- 


bush fowl 


asasiraji 


pi.i- 


"bush pig" 


opuropo ed3i 


pi.i- 


buttocks 


iti^mine 


pi. 3- 


buy (general) 


de 




C 






calabash 


u6a6a 


pl.I- 


call (summon) 


deji ogbo 




cannon 


ukurusu 


pl.l- 


canoe 


(see boat) 




carry (child at side) 


Pirane (5m5 mu ukpaji gaga^a) 




carry (child on back) 


baba 




carry (child in hand or on 


bebe 




chest) 






carry (child on laps) 


gburone 




carry (in hand) 


P5n 




carve (wood) 


kacfi 




cassava 


umbiraka 


pl.I- 


castrate 


Puwe 




cat 


posi 




catch (sb./sth.) 


kun 




catch (what is thrown) 


kop 





chameleon 


ogumarjgala 


pl.i- 


charcoal 


ubile itaji 


pl.i- 


chest 


okpori ipom 


pl. i- 9- 


chief 


ode l de 


pl. 8- 


child 


o l mo 


pl. i A mo 


chin 


i6i6ijow SC 




choose 


son 




climb (a tree) 


sin 




climb (on sth.) 


(see climb (a tree)) 




close (door) 


kuw 




cloth (material) 


itorj w 


pi. 9- 


cloth (wrapper) 


(see cloth (material)) 




cock 


elegbe 


Pl- i- 


cocoyam 


uk6 A 6uru 


pl.i- 


come 


ji 




come out 


wol ji 




compound 


upuHo 


pl. 9- 


cook 


der 




cooking pot 


a A ki 


pi- 1- 


corpse 


ocfim 


P i.i- 


cotton 


afalafa SC 




cotton (tree) 


okaw 


pi- 1- 


count 


r) w an 




cover (pot) 


pu 




cowry 


uk669 


pi. 1- 


crab, arboreal 


udede6arjgala 


P i.i- 


crab, fiddler 


pururj w 9rjg9m 




crab, freshwater 


oko l di 


pi- 1- 


crab, land 


elu^ms 


P i.i- 


crab, soft- shelled 


opupuum 


pi. 1- 


crab, thunder 


okocfi stids 


pi.i- 


crocodile 


odumsuweji 


P i.i- 


cultivate, hoe 


kun u^kun 




cut (cloth) 


fija; gbogbo 




cut (rope) 


(see cut (cloth)) 




cut (wood) 


(see cut (cloth)) 




D 






dance (v.) 


6ene 6 l kna 





darkness 

daughter 

dawn (v.) 

day(light) 

defecate 

descend 

die 

dig 

divide (share out) 

do 

doctor (native) 

dog 

door (moveable part) 

dream (v.) 

drink (water) 

drink (wine) 

dry season 

dry up (as water) 

duck 

dust 

dwell, live 



i A 6iJ3 SC 

okpa^tam 

gbilala 

awi^je SC 

6§J3 

semine 

wu 

bill 

kese 

mene 

o6u 

a A 6uwa 

egu 

mesine 

Ji6r) w 

da 

oho ufhrwo 

kuwa 

5h5h5 6ekeeji 

ubunu SC 

jien 



pi. 



pi. e- 

pi. i- 
pm- 



pi. i- 



E 




ear 


u A s5w 


earth, soil 


uto 


eat (fish/meat) 


cfi 


eat (foodstuff) 


(see eat (fish/meat) 


egg 


ukije ohoho 


eight 


inuman 


eighteen 


egbeji nu inuman 


eighty 


itaji mi 


elephant 


enl 


eleven 


egbeji nu oJ3u 


enter 


dijan 


extinguish 


dime 


eye 


urj w 5 adu 



pi. a- 
pl. a- 



pi.i-i- 



P i. 



pi. i- 



F 








faeces 


isoSC 






fall (v.) 


den 






farm 


orjarji^na 




pi- 1- 


fat (n.) 


am SC 






father 


osunomo 




P i. i- 


fear (n.) 


egugu SC 






feather 


ukpu^ro 




pi. 9- 


female 


omoPiram 




pl. imipiram 


fetish ("juju") 


ed^o 




P i. i- 


fifteen 


egbeji nu isuwon 




fifty 


uJ3a nu igben 






fight (n) 


ukon 




pi. a- 


fight (v.) 


kon 






fingernail 


uJ3e 




pl. a- 


finish (vi.) 


J3ire 






finish (vt.) 


J3irese 






fire 


iHaji SC 






firewood 


u^taji 




pi- i- 


firstborn female child 


(see daughter) 






firstborn male child 


okpan 




pl.i- 


fish 


esen 




pl.i- 


fish pond 


ihol SC 






five 


isuwon 






flesh (of meat) 


iHa SC 






fly(v.) 


PeP 






folktale 


udow 




pi. 3- 


follow 


duw 






food 


icfhjom SC 






forest 


(see bush) 






forget (to do sth.) 


samine 






forget (what one knows) 


(see forget (to < 


do sth.) 




forty 


uPa 






four 


ini 






four hundred 


ijow itaji; usi 


5Pu 




fourteen 


egbeji nu ini 






fowl, chicken 


ohoho 




pl. I- 



friend 
frog 

G 

gather (things) 

gecko 

get (obtain) 

giant rat, "rabbit" 

give 

give birth 

go (finally) 

go (to return) 

go out 

goat 

God 

good 

grass 

"grasscutter" 

greet 

salute 

grind (vt.) 

grinding stone 

ground 

groundnut(s) 

guest, "stranger" 

gun 

H 

hair (head) 

hand 

harmattan 

hat/cap 

he- goat 

he- goat, castrated 

head 

hear 

heart 

hill 



o^pire 
u^kpal 



kuroj 

smooji 

jian 

ogbolo 

kije 

6ije 

gbe 

ta 

wol 

e6uji 

6 l s6 

oJ3i 

usira 

e^bijo 

6iregen 

kotu 

gbe 

ohirj w 

(see earth, soil) 

apapa^a SC 

oki^kija 

okpoti 



utu 

u65 

okirirjgs SC 

utu^uw 

ekpe e6un 

e6un nu eJ3uwe A en 

utom 

suwene 

urj w 5 ipom 

egbulom 



pi. a- 
pi. i- 



pl.: 
pi.: 



pi. i- 

i-; e- 
pl. a- 

P i. i- 



pl: 



pl. e- 
Pl- i- 



pl.i- 
pl. a- 

pl. 9- 

pi.i-i- 
pi.i- 

pl. 9- 
pl. I- 9- 

pi- i- 



hoe 


esuVa 


hold (in hand) 


661 


horn 


ukpan 


horse 


asu 


house 


u^paj 


housefly 


umomo 


how 


5ku J3o 


hunter 


osam ^inam 


husband 


5 A m5si 


I 

"iguana", monitor lizard 


s^rf 


in-law 


uMons 


iron (metal) 


ikulele SC 


J 




jaw 


i6i6ijow SC 


jump (v.) 


sol 


K 




kill 


gbije 


king 


onu ojian ekeji 


kite 


ekule 


knee 


okpokpulom aJ3i 


kneel 


gbulumsn 


knife 


elege 


know (fact) 


deri 


kola-nut 


u6uwiji 


L 




land 


uto 


laugh (v.) 


gbej 


laugh (n.) 


agbej SC 


leaf 


u6i (utaji) 


learn 


marjine 


left 


uJ3iti 


leg 


aJ3i 


leopard, "tiger" 


ekpe 



pi. I- 

pi. a- 

pi. i- 

pi. a- 

P i. i- 

pi. e- 
pl. inmost 



P i. i- 

pi. 9- 



pl. e- e- 
pi- i- 

pi.i-i- 

pi.i- 

pii- 

pi. a- 
pl. a- (1-) 



pi. 
pi. 



lick 

lie (down) 

lie(s) 

like (v.) 

listen 

lizard, female agama 

lizard, male agama 

long (of stick) 

look at 

look for 

lose (something) 

louse 



611I0I6 

ibii^o SC 

gen cnjom ipom 

narjine 

ugbecfijom Pitam 

ugbecfijom mosi 

ogodo 

gen 

gidi 

Peke 

uduP 



Pl- i- 

1-; 8- 



pl. 



M 

maize 

make 

male 

man 

manilla 

market 

mat 

matchet 

meat 

medicine (charm) 

money 

monkey (general) 

month 

moon 

mortar 

mosquito 

mother 

mother-in-law (for man) 

mould (pot) 

mountain 

mouth 

mud 

mud (on the street) 

mudskipper 



umbrjakpa 

dum 

(see husband) 

omomosi 

abii 

eki 

akpali 

oge 

enam 

161 SC 

okpokl 

erj w en 

obs^m 

obo^om SC 

e l nme 

u65m A bu 

onomo 

onomo omosi 

(see make) 

i*gu SC 
enu 

ogup SC 
opisoko SC 
okpu^ra 



pi- 



pl. imomosi 

pi- 1- 

pi.i- 
pi.i- 
pi.i- 
pi.i- 



pm- 
pm- 
pi.i- 

pi.i- 
pi.i- 

P i. i- 

pi. i- 1- 



pi- 



pi- 



mullet 


oPurom 


musk shrew, smelly rat 


urjka^pi 


N 




name 


ini 


navel 


udum 


neck 


man SC 


needle 


IKfiW 


new (of thing) 


ofaji 


night 


asuSC 


nine 


oJ3u ote mu igbeji 


nineteen 


oJ3u ote mu ijow 


ninety 


itaji ini nu igbeji 


nose 


IsuPeji SC 


O 




on 


e6ir SC 


oil-palm 


e6ir gegesi 


okra 


okuru 


old (of thing) 


ode^gins 


old person 


odeglnejie 


one 


oPu 


one hundred 


itaji Isuwon 


open (door) 


kujie 


orange 


ulelende 


own 


jian 


P 




palm (of hand) 


ede u6o 


palmwine 


ucfi gegesi SC 


pangolin 


ufirefer udijia 


pass (by) 


dar 


pay (for something) 


kpe 


penis 


odu^du 


pepper 


usilebem 


periwinkle 


udedeji 


person 


owe^ej 


pestle 


udum 



pi- 

pi.: 



pi. 9- 
pl. 9- 

pl. 9- 
I-; 8- 



pi. i- 

pi. e- 

P i. i- 

pi. i- a- 

P i. i- 



pm- 
pi.i- 

P i. i- 

pi. e- 
pl. 9- 



pierce (ear) 


ruJ3e 


pierce (fish) 


suJ3e 


pierce (mudskipper) 


gba 


Pig 


opuropo 


plait (hair) 


kpa 


plant (tubers) 


kpeJ3 


plantain 


obilaji 


play (games) 


6ene 


pluck (fruit) 


k5 


porcupine 


e^JMwe 


pound (in mortar) 


J3utu 


pour (vt.) 


tuw 


pull 


tuweji 


push 


su 


put on (clothes) 


jinone 


R 




rain 


5 A kpar SC 


rainy season 


oho okpar 


rat 


owotu 


red 


atuatu 


red earth 


a6aji SC 


refuse (request) 


kijaj 


remember 


loJ3ir6 


reply (v.) 


tatane 


return (vi.) 


kimine ji 


right (side) 


u69j3i 


river 


e l d6 


road 


usuweji 


roast 


to 


robe (agbada, riga) 


osama ecfecfe 


room 


8 A buw5 


root 


usine 


rope 


ucfirj w 


rotten, be 


J3uw5j 


rubbish heap 


egbulom ebe 



pi. i- 
pl.I- 
pl.l- 



pl.l- 



pl.l- 

pi. 9- 

pi- 1- 

pi. i- 

pi. a- 
pl. 9- 

P i. i- i- 



run (v.) 



s 




saliva 


asaji SC 


salt 


u6uwsn SC 


sand (grain) 


urj w 5 ukpekpilem 


sand 


ikpe^kpilem SC 


sawfish 


oki 


say (+ direct speech) 


kuwe 


sea 


(see river) 


see 


mon 


seed 


uV5 


sell 


dej 


send (someone to do 


wake 


something) 




senior, older 


(see old person) 


seven 


isije^Ps 


seventeen 


egbeji nu islje^Ps 


seventy 


itaji isaj nu igbeji 


sew 


k51 


shark 


o^firima 


sheep 


odu^mins 


shell of snail for tops 


ufijaji uhehire 


shoe 


o^kuro 


shoot (v.) 


sa 


be short (of stick) 


tikiriki 


short (of stick) (adj.) 


otikiriki 


short story 


udow 


show 


kake 


shrimp 


ogagaji 


sing 


kpori A pi 


sister-in-law (for man) 


(see inlaw) 


sit (down) 


d39 uto 


six 


iji^sa 


sixteen 


egbeji nu iji^sa 


sixty 


itaji Isaj 


skate 


o6u 


skin (v.), flay 


kpon 


skink 


udbndili 


sleep (n.) 


umesi SC 



pi. i- i- 
pl.i- 

pl.i- 



pl. I- 
pl.i- 
pl. I- i- 
pl. i- 



1-; e- 
pl. 9- 



P i. 



pi.: 
pi.: 



sleep (v.) 


rnese 




small 


omogber 


imigber- 
; emegber- 


smell (vt.) (general) 


J3urene 




smell (vt.) (sth. bad) 


(see smell (vt.) (general)) 




smell (vt.) (sth. good) 


Pumene 




smell sweet 


Pum 




smell bad 


Pur 




smoke 


smsfu SC 




snail, edible 


ukpa 


pi- 1- 


snail, for tops 


uhehrre 


pi.i- 


snake 


inum cfijer 




song 


V$i SC 




soup 


usom SC 




sow (seeds in holes) 


(see plant (tubers)) 




speak (a language) 


(see say (+ direct speech)) 




spear (fishing/war) 


u^kasi 


pi. i- 


spin (thread) 


Pin 




spit 


sin asaji 




split (vt.) 


kej 




squeeze (orange) 


mip 




squirrel 


i^gbskiri SC 




stand (up) 


hira 




star 


usemese 


pi. i- 


steal 


do 




stick 


olo 


pi.i- 


stink 


(see smell bad) 




stomach 


ifan 


pi. a- 


stone 


ohlrj w 


pi- i- 


storm 


okim SC 




strong 


okpakiraka 


i-; 8- 


suck (breast) 


Pij6r) w 




suck (orange) 


pijop 




sun 


uPuwo SC 




sunshine 


(see sun) 




surpass 


kel 




swallow 


doji 




swamp 


ulala 


pl. a- 



sweep (vt.) 
sweet potato 
swell (vi.) (as boil) 



gbede 

oboibo 

fii 



pi.: 



T 

tail 

take (many things) 

take (one thing) 

take off (clothes) 

taste 

tear (vt.) 

ten 

testis 

thief 

thigh 

thing 

think 

thirteen 

thirty 

thorn 

thread 

three 

three- leafed yam 

throw (vt.) 

tie (animal with rope) 

tie (bundle) 

toad 

tobacco 

toe nail 

tongue 

tooth 

tortoise 

touch (with hand) 

town 

town (big) 

tree 

tsetse fly 



utum 

kp6J3 

jaw 

6one 

lePesne 

6er 

igben 

ubi ikune 

od3i 

ogbo 

inum SC 

maParjine 

egbeji nu isaj 

ijow nu igben 

uktip 

ill SC 

isaj 

uton 

suke 

kpo 

far 

ekpebiren 

orj w eji SC 

uPe usira aPi 

ucfem 

uku 

ewij 

ti u65 

e^ken 

ekeji gina 

u^tan 

u A 6ur9 



pi. 9- 



pi. i- 

pi. e- 

pi. i- 



pi. 9- 



pl. a- 



pi- i- 

pi. a- i- i- 
pl. a- 
pl. a- 

Pl- i- 

pi.i- 
P i. i- 
P i. i- 

P i. i- 



turn round (vi.) 
turtle 
twelve 
twenty 
twenty- eight 
twenty- five 
twenty- four 
twenty- nine 
twenty- one 
twenty- seven 
twenty- six 
twenty- three 
twenty- two 
two 
two hundred 



kimine 

owqj 

egbeji nu 1J36 

ijow 

ijow nu inuman 

ijow nu isuwon 

ijow nu ini 

oJ3u ote mu ijow nu igben 

ijow nu oJ3u 

ijow nu isije^Ps 

ijow nu iji^sa 

ijow nu isaj 

ijow nu 1J36 

1J36 

itanigbeji 



pi.: 



U 

uncover (pot) 
untie 
urinate 
urine 



J3ejie 
kpokpo 

% 
afeji SC 



vagina 

village (small town) 

vomit 

vulture 



iniso 

ekeji d3or 
toko 
odele 



pi. a- 
pl.i- 

pl.i- 



W 

walk (v.) 
wall (of house) 
want (v.) 
war 

wash (body) 
wash (cloth) 
wash (plates) 
water 



rere 

okiki uPaj 

bine ke ujia^nam 

irjum SC 

kpene nj w i A iji 

kpeji 

(see wash (cloth)) 

amin SC 



pi. i- a- 



water-pot 


u^kuku 


weave (cloth) 


do 


weep (cry) 


J3lj8 


well (n.) 


uduwo 


what? 


imo 


when 


oho J3o 


where 


6s J3o 


which? 


oJ3eni 


white 


5 A fufu 


who? 


oJ3o 


why 


imo kirese 


wife 


o^piram 


wind 


oferu SC 


wine (general) 


iicfi 


wine-palm 


ucfi gegesi 


wing 


uJ3u A uw 


witch 


o6u A da 


woman 


omoPiram 


word 


urj w 5 ekuwe 


work (n.) 


umene SC 


wring (clothes) 


mip 


Y 




yam (general) 


ogbu^ro 


year 


ukpe 


young (of person) 


omikp 



pi- i- 



pi. 9- 



1-: 


; e- 


i-: 


; e- 


pi 


.'.- 


pi 


. 9- 


pi 


. a- 


pi 


. e- 


pi 


. imipiram 



pi. i- 



pl.i- 

pi. 9- 

pl. e- 



